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Commander, 157th Tactical Control Group 
Commander, and Executive Support Staff Offi-
cer. He became the Assistant Adjutant Gen-
eral for Air and was promoted to Brigadier 
General in January 1996. 

Mr. Speaker, Brigadier General Baker has 
dedicated his life to our nation. He has served 
our nation with great honor and distinction. I 
know the Members of the House will join me 
in offering congratulations to Brigadier General 
Baker and his family—his wife Kathryn, his 
daughters, Kimberly, Sarah, and Susan, and 
his sons Bret and Sam; and I wish them all 
the best in the years ahead. 
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RECOGNIZING THE BRAZOSPORT 
REHABCARE CENTER AND NA-
TIONAL REHABILITATION 
AWARENESS WEEK 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 8, 1999 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to recognize and join with the 
Brazosport RehabCare Center in Lake Jack-
son, Texas, in observing and celebrating Na-
tional Rehabilitation Awareness week begin-
ning September 12 through September 18, 
1999. 

The Brazosport RehabCare Center opened 
its doors on December 31, 1992. Construction 
was completed at the end of April, 1993, for 
a total of 14 acute rehabilitation beds. 

The Brazosport RehabCare Center is lo-
cated in Brazosport Memorial Hospital in Lake 
Jackson, Texas. The primary service areas in-
clude the cities of Lake Jackson, Clute, Free-
port, Angleton, Danbury and Brazoria. This 
service area has a combined population of ap-
proximately 95,000. The secondary service 
area includes the cities of Sweeny, West Co-
lumbia and Old Ocean with a population of ap-
proximately 16,000. The RehabCare Center 
has also attracted patients from Bay City and 
Alvin. 

Comprehensive impatient rehabilitation serv-
ices are provided to individuals with ortho-
pedic, neurological and other medical condi-
tions of recent onset or regression. These pa-
tients have experienced a loss of function in 
activities of daily living, mobility, cognition or 
communication. Types of patients admitted 
into the Brazosport RehabCare Center may in-
clude those with a diagnosis of stroke, spinal 
cord injury or dysfunction, brain injury, ampu-
tation, multiple trauma, hip fracture or joint re-
placement, arthritis, congenial deformity, burns 
or other progressive neuralgic syndromes 
such as Parkinson’s Disease, Multiple Scle-
rosis and Gullian Barre. 

The services Brazosport RehabCare Center 
provides include rehabilitation medicine, reha-
bilitation nursing, physical therapy, occupa-
tional therapy, speech/language pathology, so-
cial work, psychology and recreational activi-
ties. In addition, prosthetics/orthodics, voca-
tional rehabilitation, audiology and driver edu-
cation are provided when necessary through 
affiliate agreements with external organiza-
tions. The goal of each service is to maximize 
the individual’s potential in the restoration of 

function or adjustment by integrating with 
other services. 

By addressing the multiple effects that dis-
ability has on the patient and family and by in-
tegrating the combined resources of patient, 
family and interdisciplinary rehabilitation team, 
comprehensive rehabilitation programming can 
maximize the abilities and esteem of the pa-
tient and family and foster a healthy re-inte-
gration into the community. At the Brazosport 
RehabCare Center, patient outcomes are ex-
ceptionally positive. Eighty-six percent of their 
patients are able to return home and lead an 
independent lifestyle. 

I am proud and honored to have the 
Brazosport RehabCare rehabilitation facilities 
at Brazosport Memorial Hospital, Lake Jack-
son, Texas. Please join me in recognizing the 
Brazosport RehabCare Center for its out-
standing services and remarkable accomplish-
ments as we celebrate National Rehabilitation 
Awareness week. 
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A THANK YOU TO ROY SHELTON 
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OF COLORADO
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Wednesday, September 8, 1999 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to recognize Roy Shelton. 
Being a police officer was always a dream for 
him and, after 17 years, he is retiring from his 
dream job. He has been an asset to the Mon-
tezuma County Jail and Cortez, Colorado as a 
whole. He has shown himself to be a man 
who is always willing to go the extra mile. 

After graduating from Hollywood High in Los 
Angeles, Roy was drafted into the Army. He 
spent two years in active duty and received an 
honorable discharge. He married his sweet-
heart, Ruth, in 1953. They have been married 
for 46 years and have one son and three 
grandchildren. His family is a source of con-
stant delight. 

Roy moved to Colorado in 1979 and built a 
log cabin in the beautiful countryside of Dolo-
res, Colorado. He began working for the Mon-
tezuma County Sheriff’s Office soon after 
moving there. At this time he also began at-
tending the police academy in Delta, Colo-
rado. After successful completion of his acad-
emy work he went to work for the Montezuma 
County Jail. 

During his time there he put forth the extra 
effort that makes the difference between a 
good employee and a great one. He always 
arrived early and put in the extra effort that re-
sulted in everyone counting on him. At Roy’s 
retirement, his official title was ‘‘detentions ser-
geant’’ but he was more than that. He was an 
asset who will be greatly missed in his office 
by all who work with him and, indeed, all who 
ever have worked with him. We all owe Roy 
Shelton a thank you for his service to the 
community. 

DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE, 
JUSTICE, AND STATE, THE JUDI-
CIARY, AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2000 

SPEECH OF

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 5, 1999 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2670) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and 
related agencies for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2000, and for other purposes: 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Chairman, the Kucinich- 
Ros Lehtinen amendment would provide valu-
able and needed protection to state and local 
laws made vulnerable by NAFTA and the 
GATT Uruguay Round to assault by foreign 
corporations, investors and nations. 

However, some domestic opponents of the 
Kucinich-Ros Lehtinen amendment argue that 
it is not necessary since it would protect laws 
that the commerce clause of the Constitution 
would prohibit. 

In response to this argument, I would inform 
our critics that most of the state and local laws 
that are endangered by NAFTA and WTO are 
local economic development and public safety 
laws and have nothing to do with the com-
merce clause of the Constitution. 

For instance, the amendment would protect 
Kentucky’s small-business set-aside law, 
which the European Union has said is WTO il-
legal. 

The amendment would also protect New 
Jersey’s ‘‘buy local’’ requirements for state 
procurement, which the European Union has 
said is WTO illegal. 

Also, the amendment would protect Califor-
nia’s ban on a poisonous gasoline additive, 
which a Canadian company has challenged on 
the grounds that it is NAFTA illegal. 

Some domestic opponents claim that the 
Kucinich-Ros Lehtinen amendment ‘‘prohibits 
the federal government from challenging any 
state or local law on the grounds that it vio-
lates treaty obligations’’ and would, therefore, 
put the United States in violation of treaties. 

First of all, there is some confusion implicit 
in this objection to the amendment about the 
legal status of NAFTA and the WTO. Neither 
NAFTA nor the Uruguay Round of the GATT 
is a treaty. Neither received two-thirds vote of 
the other body, as the Constitution requires for 
treaties. They are Congressional-Executive 
agreements, not treaties. 

Moving on to the question of preemption, in 
fact, the amendment is very narrowly crafted 
to protect state and local laws from preemp-
tion only by NAFTA and WTO bureaucrats. 
The state and local governments need the 
protection provided by the amendment since 
NAFTA and the WTO pose unique problems 
for them that treaties do not. 

For instance, human rights and environ-
mental treaties do not preempt state law. Con-
gress has always made clear when imple-
menting human rights treaties and environ-
mental treaties that they are not to be con-
strued as preempting state law. 
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But state and local law did not receive such 

protection under NAFTA and WTO. While the 
NAFTA and WTO implementing legislation 
clearly state that they do not preempt federal 
law, they do subject state law to direct pre-
emption under trade rules. 

The amendment does not limit Congress 
from preempting state and local law for any 
reason Congress chooses. It only limits the 
Department of Justice from using the courts to 
enforce a WTO-bureaucrat decision against a 
state or local law. 

Therefore, Congress can pass the Kucinich- 
Ros Lehtinen amendment and the U.S. will 
still be in full compliance with all treaties. 

Domestic opponents also claim that there is 
process for federal-state consultation to decide 
whether state law should be preempted under 
trade agreements, and so far no state laws 
have been struck down as violations of trade 
rules. 

In response to this objection, I would remind 
critics that the consultation process does not 
give the states, or Congress, any control over 
the decision of whether to preempt state law. 
Instead the implementing legislation for both 
NAFTA and the WTO give the President the 
sole authority to decide whether to ask the 
federal courts to strike down state laws as a 
violation of trade rules. 

No state laws have been struck down yet 
because the challenges to state law have 
been filed recently and the trade panels have 
not yet assessed damages against the United 
States based upon the state laws. 

If you need to see realized the predictable 
consequences of the far-reaching and unprec-
edented rights given to foreign investors, cor-
porations and nations by the NAFTA and 
WTO (at the expense of state and local gov-
ernments), wait until the trade panels start 
awarding damages against the U.S. based 
upon state laws—$970 million in damages re-
quested based on California’s MBTE ban, 
$750 million asked by Loewen for Mississippi 
Jury award, and $40 million sought by a Ca-
nadian company that doesn’t like Massachu-
setts state sovereign immunity statute. 

Mr. Chairman, I hope that this helps to clar-
ify the facts about the Kucinich-Ros Lehtinen 
amendment. 

f 

SAN DIEGO URBAN LEAGUE 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AWARD: 
REVEREND GEORGE WALKER 
SMITH

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 8, 1999 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay respect and recognition to Reverend 
George Walker Smith, who tonight will be hon-
ored at the San Diego Urban League’s Annual 
Equal Opportunity Awards Dinner. Reverend 
Smith is the 1999 recipient of the League’s 
Equity Opportunity Award. 

Reverend Smith is a man who has distin-
guished himself throughout the years by his 
unselfish service. During his 42 years as a 
pastor in San Diego, he has been active not 
only in his parish, but in the greater commu-

nity. His influence is felt not only in the reli-
gious sphere, but in education policy and polit-
ical activity. He was one of KNSD Channel 
39’s ‘‘List of 39’’, a series featuring prominent 
and effective San Diegans. In 1998, San 
Diego Magazine profiled Reverend Smith as 
one of the 50 San Diegans who have had a 
major impact in shaping the city over the past 
50 years. 

The third of eleven children of the late 
Amanda and Will Smith, he early on faced a 
situation in his home town where schooling 
was not provided beyond junior high school for 
African-Americans. This segregated education 
forced him to attend a boarding school sup-
ported by missions of the Presbyterian 
Church. 

An outstanding academic record as class 
valedictorian and his participation in extra-cur-
ricular activities and sports earned him a 
scholarship to Knoxville College. Upon grad-
uation, he entered Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary to pursue his goal of becoming a 
minister. He received his Master of Divinity de-
gree in 1956 and set out to eradicate the eco-
nomic and educational injustice he had experi-
enced. His motivation to provide a quality edu-
cation to all children stems from his own early 
experiences, which made it difficult for him to 
receive the education that he deserved. He 
determined that should not happen to another 
child! 

Coming to San Diego shortly after receiving 
his Divinity degree, he became the founder of 
the Golden Hills United Presbyterian Church. 
This congregation merged with the Brooklyn 
Heights Church in 1981 and became the 
Christ United Presbyterian Church of San 
Diego, one of the most respected congrega-
tions in the San Diego Presbytery. 

Almost immediately, he also became in-
volved in the educational system in San 
Diego. His accomplishments include his elec-
tion in 1963 to the San Diego Board of Edu-
cation—San Diego’s first African-American 
public official, his service as President of the 
Council of Great City Schools, and as Presi-
dent of the National School Boards Associa-
tion. 

During his 16 years on the School Board, 
he literally changed the color of the adminis-
trative and teaching staffs—bringing the ad-
vantage of diversity to the nation’s 6th largest 
school district. 

He also served on many state and national 
commissions and on the National Advisory 
Commission for Juvenile Justice and Delin-
quency Prevention and the White House Con-
ference on Children and Youth. 

He has received many honors and awards, 
attesting to his contributions and the high re-
gard in which he is held, including San 
Diego’s Outstanding Young Clergyman, Phi 
Delta Kappa Lay Citizen Award, Gentleman of 
Distinction of the Women’s Guild, Temple 
Emanuel, and Distinguished Alumni of Pitts-
burgh Theological Seminary. He was en-
dorsed by the Presbytery of San Diego for the 
moderator of the General Assembly, the first 
time a San Diego Presbyterian had been so 
honored. 

He is married to Irene Hightower Smith, and 
they are the parents of three children, An-
thony, Carolyn and Joyce and the grand-
parents of five grandchildren, Taj, D’maj, 
Shani, Wayman, and Noni. 

I am pleased to take this opportunity to sin-
cerely thank Reverend George Walker Smith 
on the occasion of his recognition by the San 
Diego Urban League and to acknowledge his 
idealism and dedication to providing a quality 
education for all children and to making his 
community a better place for all of its citizens. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO JOHN P. 
HUSTON

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 8, 1999 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it has come to 
my attention that John P. Huston, chairman of 
Wood & Huston Bank in Marshall, Missouri, 
was inducted into the 50-Year Club of the Mis-
souri Bankers Association. 

Huston began working full time for Wood & 
Huston Bank of Marshall after he graduated 
from the University of Missouri-Columbia in 
1949. Huston is also an Army Veteran, having 
served our country in the Korean War. He is 
currently chairman of Wood & Huston Bank 
and president of Wood & Huston 
Bancorporation, Inc. 

Huston is one of eight bankers who were 
honored at the Missouri Bankers Association’s 
annual convention this summer. 

I wish to extend my congratulations to Mr. 
Huston for his most deserved induction into 
the 50-Year Club of the Missouri Bankers As-
sociation. He has truly served his community 
and country with great dedication. I wish him 
well in the days head and am proud to recog-
nize his achievements today. 
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RECOGNIZING THE BRAZOSPORT 
REHABCARE CENTER AND NA-
TIONAL REHABILITATION 
AWARENESS WEEK 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 8, 1999 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to recognize and join with the 
Brazosport RehabCare Center in Lake Jack-
son, Texas, in observing and celebrating Na-
tional Rehabilitation Awareness week begin-
ning September 12 through September 18, 
1999. 

The Brazosport RehabCare Center opened 
its doors on December 31, 1992. Construction 
was completed at the end of April, 1993, for 
a total of 14 acute rehabilitation beds. 

The Brazosport RehabCare Center is lo-
cated in Brazosport Memorial Hospital in Lake 
Jackson, Texas. The primary service areas in-
clude the cities of Lake Jackson, Clute, Free-
port, Angleton, Danbury and Brazoria. This 
service area has a combined population of ap-
proximately 95,000. The secondary service 
area includes the cities of Sweeny, West Co-
lumbus and Old Ocean with a population of 
approximately 16,000. The RehabCare Center 
has also attracted patients from Bay City and 
Alvin. 
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